
G P  
S  R

 

United States Institute of Peace
United States Army Peacekeeping and Stability Operations Institute

G
 P   S  R

G P 
S


R

U.S. Army Peacekeeping & 
Stability Operations Institute
Upton Hall, 22 Ashburn Drive
Carlisle, PA 17013
pksoi.army.mil

United States
Institute of Peace 
1200 17th Street NW
Washington, DC 20036
www.usip.org

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

SPRC_GP_cover_final.pdf   9/24/09   1:59:35 PM



 

Guiding Principles for Stabilization  
and Reconstruction





 

Guiding Principles for Stabilization  
and Reconstruction

UNITED STATES INSTITUTE OF PEACE PRESS
Washington, D.C.

U.S. ARMY PEACEKEEPING AND STABILITY OPERATIONS INSTITUTE



The views expressed in this book do not necessarily reflect views of the United States 
Institute of Peace and the U.S. Army Peacekeeping and Stability Operations Institute. 

United States Institute of Peace
1200 17th Street NW
Washington, DC 20036-3011
www.usip.org

© 2009 by the Endowment of the United States Institute of Peace. All rights reserved. 

First published 2009

To request permission to photocopy or reprint materials for course use, contact the Copy-
right Clearance Center at www.copyright.com. For print, electronic media, and all other 
subsidiary rights e-mail permissions@usip.org.

Printed in the United States of America

The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American 
National Standards for Information Science—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library 
Materials, ANSI Z39.48-1984.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Guiding principles for stabilization and reconstruction / United States Institute of Peace 
and U.S. Army Peacekeeping and Stability Operations Institute (PKSOI).
       p. cm.
  ISBN 978-1-60127-033-7 (pbk.)
  1.  Peace-building, American--Developing countries.  I. United States Institute of Peace. 
II. Peacekeeping and Stability Operations Institute. 
  JZ5584.D4G85 2009
  341.5’84--dc22
                                                            2009032300



Contents

IntroduCtIon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-2
 strategIC Framework For stabIlIzatIon and  
reConstruCtIon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-8
Cross-CuttIng PrInCIPles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-12
HIgH-level trade-oFFs, gaPs, and CHallenges  . . . . . . . . 4-26
Fundamentals oF a ComPreHensIve aPProaCH  . . . . . . . . . . 5-30

end states

Safe and Secure Environment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-38
Rule of Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7-64
Stable Governance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8-98
Sustainable Economy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-132
Social Well-Being . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10-162

aPPendICes

A. Resource List  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11-196
B.  Participants in Review Process . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11-223
C. Summary of Strategic Frameworks Surveyed . . 11-225
D. Snapshot of Components from 
  Overarching Resources  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11-226
E.  Acronyms and Glossary of Selected Key Terms 11-227





ProjeCt dIreCtor

Beth Cole

lead wrIters

Beth Cole

Emily Hsu

ContrIbutIng wrIters

Elena Brineman

Christina Caan

Megan Chabalowski

William Flavin

Vivienne O’Connor

Courtney Rusin

researCH suPPort

Stephanie Blair

Sarah Kreps

Catherine Morris

Jemma McPherson

aCknowledgments
The Guiding Principles for Stabilization and Reconstruction would not have been possible 
without the generous time and support of many individuals and organizations. Chief 

among them was Daniel P. Serwer, who provided constant support. Our deepest gratitude 
goes to Lt. Gen. William B. Caldwell, Amb. John Herbst, Amb. Richard H. Solomon, 

and Sir Richard Teuten for their inspirational encouragement throughout this effort. We 
would also like to thank Col. John Agoglia for launching this effort with us, along with 
Elena Brineman, Col. Tom Cosentino, Janine Davidson, William Flavin, Lt. Col. Steve 
Leonard, Ugo Solinas, and Necla Tsigiri for their incredible vision and invaluable input 
in shaping the project design. Special acknowledgment also goes to those individuals 

who put forth valuable time and effort to help refine the manual: Scott Carlson, Phyllis 
Dininio, Mike Dziedzic, Michael Esper, Raymond Gilpin, Jeff Helsing, Col. John Kardos, 
Richard Ponzio, and Leonard Rubenstein. Finally, we would like to extend our enduring 

appreciation to the hundreds of others who provided input on the manual along its path to 
completion. The many institutions that helped vet this manual are listed in Appendix B.




